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GAO w i l l  n o t  r e v i e w  a n  a g e n c y ' s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  
a b i d d e r ,  a s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  c o n c e r n ,  a s  non- 
r e s p o n s i b l e  w h e r e  t h e  b i d d e r  d i d  n o t  f i l e  a n  
a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  Adminis -  
t r a t i o n  ( S B A )  f o r  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of c o m p e t e n c y  
( C O C ) ,  s i n c e  by  l a w  SRA h a s  c o n c l u s i v e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i s s u e  a n d  GAO 
r e v i e w  w o u l d  a m o u n t  t o  a s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h i s  
O f f i c e  for t h e  a g e n c y  a u t h o r i z e d  by  s t a t u t e  
t o  rnake t h a t  r e v i e w .  

i i a l l a c e  & W a l l a c e  F u e l  O i l  C o .  (Wallace) p r o t e s t s  
axar-d of a c o n t r a c t  to a n y  con t r ac to r  o t h e r  t h a n  i t s e l f  
z n d e r  s o l i c i s a t i o n  I:o. DLA600-83-B-0002, i s s u e d  by t h e  
D e f e n s e  L o g i s t i c s  Aqency .  Based  upon a p r e a w a r d  s u r v e y  
t h a t  f o u n d  K a l l a c e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of f i n a n c i a l  
c a p a b i l i t y ,  p e r f o r m a n c e  ~ e c o r - d  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  meet t h e  
r e q u i r e d  s c h e d u l e ,  DLli d e t e r m i n e d  Wallace to  b e  
n o n r e s p o n s i b l e .  

S i n c e  W a l l a c e  i s  a s m a l l  b u s l n e s s  c o n c e r n ,  DLA 
r e f e r r e d  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  A d r n i n l s t r a t i o n  
( S B A )  f o r  a d e t e r m l n a t i o n  as t o  w h e t h e r  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of 
c o m p e t e n c y  ( C O C )  would  b e  i s s u e d .  
c l o s e d  i t s  f i l e  Secause Wallace d i d  n o t  f i l e  t h e  COC appl i -  
c a t i o n  by t h e  s t l p u l a t e d  d u e  d a t e .  

I t  is t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  f i r m  t o  
f i l e  a complete a n d  a c c e p t a b l e  COC a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  SBA i n  
o r d e r  t o  a v a i l  i t s e l f  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  p r o t e c t i o n  p r o v i d e d  
by s t a t u t e  and  r e g u l a t i o n  a g a i n s t  u n r e a s o n a b l e  d e t e r m i n a -  
t i o n s  by c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r s  a s  t o  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
SBA h a s  c o n c l u s i v e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  i s s u e  o r  d e n y  a COC. 15 
C.S.C. S 6 3 7 ( b ) ( 7 )  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  W h c i e  a f i r m  does n o t  f i l e  for  
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a COC with the SBA, we will not review the agency's 
determination of nonresponsibility since such action, in 
effect, would amount to a substitution of this Office for 
the agency specifically authorized by statute to review 
such determinations. 
B-210138, Febrary 24, 1983, 83-1 CPD 187; Syndex Recovery 
Systems, Inc., B-210455, February 14, 1983, 83-1 CPD 155. 

- See Parmatic Filter Corporation, 

The protest is dismissed. 
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Harry Re Van Cleve 
Acting General Counsel 
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